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(57) ABSTRACT

A device and a method for an amplifier having reduced
intermodulation (IM) distortion output products are pre-
sented. An amplifier has an output, and at least one of a gate
bias input and a drain supply input. The amplifier is con-
figured to receive an input signal and output an amplified
signal at the output of the amplified. An input is configured
to receive an envelope signal. The input is connected to the
at least one of the gate bias input and the drain supply input
and the envelope signal is at least partially determined by an
attribute of the input signal to the amplifier. A controller is
configured to modify at least one of an amplitude and a
phase of the envelope signal to reduce a magnitude of an
intermodulation distortion product of the amplifier.
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1
POWER AMPLIFIER WITH ENVELOPE
INJECTION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the inventive subject matter relate to an
amplifier and more specifically to an amplifier having
reduced intermodulation (IM) distortion output products.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

With the advent of new telecommunication systems, it can
become increasingly difficult to provide power amplifiers
that exhibit desired linearity characteristics. This may be
particularly true for the amplifiers driving base stations in
communications networks, where the network are operating
as fifth generation or beyond fourth generation—long term
evolution (LTE) networks.

In such applications, amplifiers that are more linear are
more easily corrected using digital predistortion (DPD)
techniques, further improving the amplifier’s efficiency and
potentially simplifying the overall amplifier implementa-
tion. A power amplifier’s non-linearity can be attributed, at
least in part, to a number of intrinsic nonlinearities occurring
within the power transistors of the amplifier, such as vari-
ances in the transistor’s gain, and gate-to-source and gate-
to-drain capacitances.

One specific type of power amplifier used in wireless
communication systems includes Doherty amplifiers.
Doherty amplifiers can be suitable for use in such applica-
tions because the amplifiers include separate amplification
paths—typically a carrier path and a peaking path. The two
paths are configured to operate at different classes. More
particularly, the carrier amplification path typically operates
in a class AB mode and the peaking amplification path is
biased such that it operates in a class C mode. This can
enable improved power-added efficiency and linearity of the
amplifier, as compared to a balanced amplifier, at the power
levels commonly encountered in wireless communications
applications.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying figures, in which like reference
numerals refer to identical or functionally similar elements
throughout the separate views and which together with the
detailed description below are incorporated in and form part
of the specification, serve to further illustrate various
embodiments and to explain various principles and advan-
tages all in accordance with the present inventive subject
matter.

FIG. 1 is a graph showing the radio frequency (RF) power
of an input two-tone sinusoidal signal against frequency in
the frequency domain.

FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating the spectral components of
an output signal of an amplifier having amplified the input
signal of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3A is a graph depicting the vector combination
making up a particular IM product output.

FIG. 3B depicts corresponding IM3 products IM3; and
IM3,,, where the IM3 products are asymmetrical.

FIG. 3C is a graph depicting the vector values that make
up the IM3 product of FIG. 3A, where the envelope vector
has been adjusted to reduce the magnitude of the IM3
output.
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FIG. 3D is a graph illustrating the IM3 products IM3; and
IM3,, when the second-order envelope vector has been
adjusted as illustrated in FIG. 3C.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example amplifier
configuration in accordance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a device incorpo-
rating a Doherty amplifier, where the device is configured to
reduce IM output products.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the device of FIG. 5§
modified to provide for IM correction for multiple IM
products generated by each of a carrier amplifier and a
peaking amplifier.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In overview, the present disclosure describes embodi-
ments of the inventive subject matter that relate to an
amplifier and more specifically to an amplifier configured to
produce signals with reduced intermodulation (IM) distor-
tion output products.

The instant disclosure is provided to further explain in an
enabling fashion the best modes, at the time of the applica-
tion, of making and using various embodiments in accor-
dance with the present invention. The disclosure is further
offered to enhance an understanding and appreciation for the
inventive principles and advantages thereof, rather than to
limit in any manner the scope of the invention.

It is further understood that the use of relational terms, if
any, such as first and second, top and bottom, and the like are
used solely to distinguish one entity or action from another
without necessarily requiring or implying any actual such
relationship or order between such entities or actions.

Much of the inventive functionality and many of the
inventive principles are best implemented with or in inte-
grated circuits (ICs) including possibly application specific
ICs or ICs with integrated processing or control or other
structures. It is expected that one of ordinary skill, notwith-
standing possibly significant effort and many design choices
motivated by, for example, available time, current technol-
ogy, and economic considerations, when guided by the
concepts and principles disclosed herein will be readily
capable of generating such ICs and structures with minimal
experimentation. Therefore, in the interest of brevity and
minimization of any risk of obscuring the principles and
concepts according to below-described embodiments of the
present invention, further discussion of such structures and
I1Cs, if any, will be limited to the essentials with respect to
the principles and concepts of the various embodiments.

An input signal to a power amplifier of a communication
system may take the form of a dual or two-tone linear radio
frequency (RF) input. To illustrate, FIG. 1 shows the RF
power of such an input signal against frequency in the
frequency domain. As illustrated, in the two-tone input
signal there are two energy peaks at the frequencies f; and
f,. The difference in frequency between f, and f, is illus-
trated by the value Af.

When the two-tone RF input signal illustrated in FIG. 1 is
supplied to and amplified by an amplifier, the non-linear
intrinsic characteristics of the amplifier, such as the ampli-
fier’s transconductance G,,, gate-source capacitance C,,
and gate-drain capacitance G, can cause non-linear dis-
tortions to be injected into the amplifier’s output signal.
Some of the distortions arise due to interactions between the
two tones in the input RF signal. These distortions are
referred to as intermodulation (IM) distortions. An ideal
linear amplifier would not generate IM distortion products in
its output.
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To illustrate these IM distortion products, FIG. 2 is a
frequency-domain graph illustrating the spectral compo-
nents of an output signal of an amplifier having amplified the
input signal of FIG. 1. The vertical axis shows output power,
while the horizontal axis shows frequency. As shown in FIG.
2, in addition to the output signals having frequencies of f;
and £, reflecting the upconverted and amplified input signals
having base band frequencies f,,, and f, ., additional output
signals or IM products are generated at other frequencies. A
first set of IM distortion products (labeled IM3,, and IM3,
in FIG. 2) make up a first set of IM distortion product pairs
and are referred to as the second order IM products. A
second set of IM distortion product pairs referred to as the
third order IM products (labeled IM5,, and IM5, in FIG. 2)
are also illustrated. Depending upon the amplifier configu-
ration, many more IM distortion products (not illustrated)
may also be generated in the amplifier’s output.

In some cases, not only are the IM distortion products
generated, reducing the overall linearity and efficiency of the
amplifier, but the IM distortion product pairs are not sym-
metrical in power. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the lower IM3
product IM3; has a lower output power than the upper IM3
product IM3. Conversely, the lower IM5 product IM5, has
a higher output power than the upper IM5 product IM5,,.
This asymmetry between IM distortion product pairs can
cause additional difficulties in PA linearizability.

The IM distortion elements generated at the output of the
power amplifier are generally odd order products (N=3,
5, ... ) which occur on either side of the fundamental band.
Each IM product constitutes a vectorial sum of the higher-
order harmonic (harmonic of the fundamental frequency),
envelope or baseband and the Nth-order distortion occurring
around the fundamental band.

As a specific example, the IM product IM3 is equal to the
vectorial sum of the third-order fundamental (2f,-f, or
2f,-1)), the second order envelope (f;-T,+1; or T,-T;+%,), and
the second order harmonic (21;-T, or 2f,—1;). To illustrate,
FIG. 3A is a graph depicting the vector combination making
up a particular IM product output IM3. The vertical axis
shows the imaginary portion of the IM3 product, while the
horizontal axis shows the real portion of the IM3 product. As
shown, the IM3 product is made up of the three separate
vectors, described above. Line 202 shows the third-order
fundamental vector, while line 204 shows the second-order
harmonic vector, and line 206 shows the second-order
envelope vector. The sum of those three vectors results in the
IM3 product, depicted by line 208. The greater the magni-
tude of line 208, the greater the magnitude of the IM product
and the corresponding reduction in amplifier linearity and,
therefore, efficiency.

As discussed above, not only does the existence of the
IM3 product reduce the overall amplifier’s efficiency, but
asymmetry in power between corresponding IM products,
often the product of memory effects within the amplifier, can
also reduce an amplifier’s performance. FIG. 3B depicts
corresponding IM3 products IM3, and IM3,,, where the IM3
products are asymmetrical in power.

The present system and method operates to reduce the
distortion in the output of a power amplifier by reducing the
magnitude of the amplifier’s IM products. Because the IM
products are, themselves, the sum of a number of different
vector values, by manipulating one of those vectors so as to
compensate for the remaining vectors, the magnitude of the
amplifier’s IM products, as well as their asymmetry, can be
managed and reduced.

For example, FIG. 3C is a graph depicting the vector
values that make up the IM3 product of FIG. 3A, where the
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4

envelope vector has been adjusted to reduce the magnitude
of'the IM3 output. Referring to FIG. 3C, both the magnitude
and phase of the second second-order envelope vector 302
have been adjusted to reduce the magnitude of the IM3
product 304. FIG. 3D shows the corresponding IM3 prod-
ucts IM3, and IM3,, when the second-order envelope vector
has been adjusted as illustrated in FIG. 3C. As shown in FIG.
3D, the result IM3 products are both reduced in magnitude
and are more symmetrical in power.

Accordingly, by manipulating one or more envelope sig-
nals (and corresponding envelope vector values) being
injected into the amplifier, it can be possible to reduce the
IM products generated in the output of that amplifier.
Generally, the envelope signals being manipulated and
injected into the amplifier are determined by the tones
present within the input signal to the amplifier. For example,
an envelope signal may be generated for each tone present
within the input signal. In the present disclosure, solely for
purposes of simplifying the discussion a two-tone input
signal is described. But it will be apparent to persons of
ordinary skill in the art, that the present envelope injection
scheme may be utilized to reduce IM products in the outputs
of amplifiers amplifying complex digitally modulated sig-
nals having more than two tones.

In the specific case of an amplifier having an input signal
that is a two-tone RF signal and the two tones correspond to
the frequencies f; and f,, the envelope signals that can be
manipulated to minimize particular IM products can be
described as follows. To compensate for IM3 output prod-
ucts, the n-order envelope signal is the envelope signal at the
frequency f,—f, (referred to herein as f,,,). For IM5 prod-
ucts, the n-order envelope signal is the envelope signal at the
frequency 2*f,,,. For IM7 products, the n-order envelope
signal is the envelope signal at the frequency 3*f,,,, and so
on.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example amplifier
configuration in accordance with the present disclosure.
Device 400 includes power amplifier 402. Power amplifier
402 includes amplifier 404. Amplifier 404 includes an input
406 and an output 408. Additionally, amplifier 404 includes
gate bias (V) 410 and drain supply (V) 412 inputs. An
input signal 414, comprising a two-tone RF input signal at
frequencies ] and f,, is supplied to the input 406 of amplifier
404.

Device 400 includes an envelope detector 416 and a filter
418. Envelope detector 416 is configured to generate an
output signal that is equal to the envelope of input signal
414. In this case the input signal is a two-tone signal
mathematically represented by the following equation:
Al-cos(wlt)+A2-cos(w2t)=2A-cos [((w2-w1)/2)t]-cos
[((Ww2+w1)/2)t] where A1=A2 are the amplitudes of the
two-tone signal at angular frequency w1, w2, respectively.
From the above equation the two-tone signal contains a
carrier signal at (wl+w2)/2 and an envelope signal at
(w2-w1)/2. Consequently the envelope detector is config-
ured to eliminate the carrier signal and detect only the
envelope signal, which is (wl1+w2)/2=Af in FIG. 1.

Once the envelope signal has been generated by envelope
detector 416, filter 418 is configured to filter that envelope
signal to generate an output signal equal to an envelope
signal having a frequency of one of the baseband products
(e.g., 15 2%, .5, etc.). In one embodiment, filter 418 is a
lowpass filter that allows only the envelope signal to pass
through. In some embodiments, the bandwidth (BW) of filter
418 is at least three times the operational BW or signal BW
of input signal 414. That signal is then supplied to power
amplifier 402 via input 420. To compensate for IM3 distor-
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tion products, filter 418 would generate an output at the
frequency f,,,. To compensate for IMS distortion products,
filter 418 would generate an output at the frequency 2*f, .

The envelope signal supplied to input 420 is then ampli-
fied by amplifier 422. In various embodiments, amplifier 422
may be an optional buffer amplifier configured to enhance
the amplitude of the inputted envelope signal. The magni-
tude and phase of the envelope signal are then modified by
variable attenuator 424 and phase shifter 426. The adjusted
envelope signal is then supplied to amplifier 404 via gate
bias 410, drain supply 412, or both. Once injected, the
adjusted envelop signal is then combined with input signal
406 to optimize the IM3 output products of amplifier 422. To
illustrate, FIG. 3C shows how the 2" order envelope 302 is
modified (compared to line 206 in FIG. 3A) at the output
408. This modification occurs by injecting an additional
envelope signal at the same frequency as that of input signal
406. The amplitude and phase of this additional envelope
signal is adjusted suitably to optimize the total IM3 output
304 (see FIG. 3C). In other words, due to the envelope
injection, the input signal 406 constitutes not only the
two-tone signal but also the injected envelope component.

As discussed above, the envelope signal associated with
a particular IM product is one of the vector components that
contributes to both the magnitude and phase of a resulting
IM distortion product in an amplifier’s output. As illustrated
by FIGS. 3A and 3C, by manipulating the magnitude and
phase of the envelope signal, it is possible to both reduce the
magnitude of the corresponding IM products, as well as
increase the symmetry of those IM products. Controller 428,
therefore, is configured to manipulate the magnitude and
phase of the envelope signal received via input 420 so as to
reduce the magnitude of and increase the symmetry of the
IM products generated in the output of amplifier 404.

In various embodiments of device 400, variable attenuator
424 is digitally controlled by an input provided by controller
428. Variable attenuator 424 has a plurality of attenuation
levels where the attenuation levels are separated by a num-
ber of decibels (dB)—in one example 0.5 dB separates the
attenuation levels. While digitally controlled, variable
attenuator 424 in some embodiments can be an analog
attenuator. In various embodiments of device 400, phase
shifter 426 is digitally controlled by an input provided by
controller 428. Phase shifter 426 has a plurality of states
resulting in various levels of phase shift. In one example, the
phase shifted states can be separated by approximately 6.5
degrees, although the separation may be larger or smaller, as
well. While digitally controlled, phase shifter 426 in some
embodiments can be an analog phase shifter.

By manipulating the attenuation of variable attenuator
424 and phase shift of phase shifter 426, controller 428 can
adjust the magnitude and phase of the envelope signal
supplied to amplifier 404 via either or both of gate bias 410
and drain supply 412. In general, controller 428 is config-
ured to manipulate the magnitude and phase of the envelope
signal to both minimize the magnitude of IM products
generated by amplifier 404, and increase the symmetry of
the those products.

To do so, controller 428 can be configured to receive a
feedback signal from the output of amplifier 404. Controller
428 may then analyze the feedback signal to identify the IM
products in the output of amplifier 404. Controller 428 can
then, based upon those identified IM products, determine an
optimum configuration for both variable attenuator 424 and
phase shifter 426 for modifying the envelope signal supplied
to amplifier 404 so as to minimize and make more sym-
metrical one or more of those IM products. One method to
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obtain optimized attenuation and phase shift settings that
may be implemented by controller 428 involves fixing the
attenuation of variable attenuator 424 to a minimum value
and sweeping the phase shift applied by phase shifter 426
until the IM products present in the feedback signal reaches
lowest values. Once identified, that phase shift can be fixed
in phase shifter 426 and the attenuation applied by variable
attenuator 424 can be swept and the phase shifter 426 could
be again swept to identify increasingly optimized settings to
reduce overall IM product output. This process can be
repeated until controller 428 detects the lowest achievable
IM product in the feedback signal.

Where power amplifier 402 is configured to receive a
single envelope input signal, device 400 may be configured
to only provide compensation for the IM3 IM products. In
that case, the envelope signal supplied as an input to power
amplifier 402 at input 420 will include a filtered envelope
signal at the frequency f,,,. But, as described below, addi-
tional envelope signals for different frequencies associated
with different IM products may also be separately supplied
to power amplifier 402, modified in both amplitude and
phase, and supplied to either or both of gate bias 410 and
drain supply 412 of amplifier 404 to provide compensation
for other IM products.

In other embodiments of device 400, rather than perform-
ing envelope detection and filtering of the RF input signal
414 (e.g., as performed by envelope detector 416 and filter
418), the desired envelope signals may be generated directly
from the baseband signal used to generate the RF input
signal. In that case, a separate component, such as a base-
band and digital to analog converter (DAC) can generate the
desired envelope signals, which can be supplied separately
to power amplifier 402.

A specific type of amplifier that can be used in a number
of wireless applications is a Doherty amplifier. Doherty
amplifiers can, in some cases, enable high efficiency over a
wide output power range and can achieve a desired linearity
using various linearization schemes. In many implementa-
tions, Doherty amplifiers include two amplifiers—a carrier
or main amplifier, and a peaking amplifier. In a symmetric
Doherty amplifier, the carrier and peaking amplifiers are the
same size. Asymmetric Doherty amplifiers employ a peak-
ing amplifier that is larger than the carrier amplifier and offer
the potential for additional efficiency improvements.

In a Doherty amplifier, an input signal is split at an input
or power splitter between the carrier and peaking amplifi-
cation paths or circuits. The split signals are then separately
amplified by the carrier and peaking amplifiers of the
Doherty amplifier and combined at an output stage.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a device incorpo-
rating a Doherty amplifier, where the device is configured in
accordance with the present disclosure. Device 500 includes
Doherty amplifier 502. Doherty amplifier 502 includes car-
rier amplifier 504 and a peaking amplifier 506. Carrier
amplifier 504 has an input 508, output 510, gate bias 512 and
drain supply 514. Peaking amplifier 506 has an input 516,
output 518, gate bias 520 and drain supply 522. As will be
appreciated by those of ordinary skill based on the descrip-
tion herein, the carrier and peaking amplifiers 504 and 506
may include one or more stages of relatively low power level
amplification and relatively high power level amplification.

Doherty amplifier 502 may operate as a symmetrical
Doherty amplifier, in which case the input signals to both
carrier amplifier 504 and peaking amplifier 506 are very
similar with, in some embodiments, equal power. In other
cases, though, the input signals to carrier amplifier 504 and
peaking amplifier 506 have unequal power.
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An impedance inverter or a A/4 transmission line phase
shift element 524 is connected between the output 510 of
carrier amplifier 504, and the output 518 of peaking ampli-
fier 506 via summing node 526. The phase shift introduced
by element 524 is, in some implementations, compensated
by a 90 degree relative phase shift introduced at the input
516 of peaking amplifier 506. Alternatively, Doherty ampli-
fier 502 may have an “inverted Doherty” configuration. In
such a configuration, an impedance inverter or A/4 line phase
shift element is connected between the output of peaking
amplifier 506 and the summing node 526, rather than being
connected between the output 510 of carrier amplifier 504
and the summing node 526.

The outputs of carrier amplifier 504 and peaking amplifier
506 are combined at combiner node 526. An impedance
network, not shown, is connected to combiner node 526 and
operates to present the proper load impedances to each of
carrier amplifier 504 and peaking amplifier 506. The imped-
ance network may include a suitably configured transmis-
sion line or impedance transformer and output network,
where the transmission line or impedance transformer has an
impedance selected to match the impedance of Doherty
amplifier 502 to the desired load.

Doherty amplifier 502 is configured so that the carrier
amplifier 504 provides the amplification for lower level
input signals, and both amplifiers 504 and 506 operate in
combination to provide the amplification for high input level
signals. This may be accomplished, for example, by biasing
the carrier amplifier 504, such that the carrier amplifier 504
operates in a class AB mode, and biasing the peaking
amplifier 506 such that the peaking amplifier 506 operates in
a class C mode.

The input signals to carrier amplifier 504 and peaking
amplifier 506 are supplied by modulation and pre-driver 528
circuitry. Modulation and pre-driver circuitry 528 may
include one or more signal splitters, either symmetrical or
asymmetrical, coupled to a pre-amplifier and is configured
to receive an input baseband RF signal. Modulation and
pre-driver 528 circuitry modulates and upconverts the input
baseband RF signal and splits the modulated and upcon-
verted signal into two signals that become the inputs to each
of carrier amplifier 504 and peaking amplifier 506.

Modulation and pre-driver module 528 receives an input
from baseband and digital-to-analog conversion (DAC)
module 530. Baseband and digital-to-analog conversion
module 530 is configured to receive an input digital signal
comprising the data to be transmitted by Doherty amplifier
502. That digital signal is then converted into an analog
signal suitable for transmission at the baseband frequency.

As illustrated, baseband and digital-to-analog conversion
module 530 is configured to also output two envelope
signals, which are supplied to inputs 532 and 534 of Doherty
amplifier 502. As discussed above, the envelope signals can
be generated by generating an envelope signal of the base
band signal, and then filtering that envelope signal to gen-
erate a filtered envelope signal about a target frequency. The
target frequency is selected to correspond with a particular
IM output product of Doherty amplifier 502. For example, if
device 500 is to be configured to minimize the IM3 output
distortion, the selected frequency of the envelope signal
supplied at inputs 532 and 534 of Doherty amplifier 502 will
be f,,,. Similarly, to minimize IM5 output distortion, the
selected frequency of the envelope signals would correspond
to 2*f,,,, and so on.

Although FIG. 5 illustrates the envelope signals being
generated by an analysis of device 500 baseband signal, as
discussed above with reference to FIG. 4, the desired
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envelope signals could be generated by performing envelope
detection and filtering on an input signal to Doherty ampli-
fier 502 (e.g., by analyzing one or more outputs from
modulation and pre-drivers 528).

The envelope signal provided at input 532 is then ampli-
fied by amplifier 536 and the magnitude and phase of the
envelope signal is adjusted by variable attenuator 538 and
variable phase shifter 540 so as to minimize the IM distor-
tion product corresponding to the frequency of the envelope
signal at the output from carrier amplifier 504. That modu-
lated envelope signal is then supplied to carrier amplifier
504 at either gate bias 512, drain supply 514, or both.
Similarly, the envelope signal provided at input 534 is then
amplified by amplifier 542 and the magnitude and phase of
the envelope signal is adjusted by variable attenuator 544
and variable phase shifter 546 so as to minimize the IM
distortion product corresponding to the envelope signal at
the output from peaking amplifier 506. That modulated
envelope signal is then supplied to peaking amplifier 506 at
either gate bias 520, drain supply 522, or both.

Each of variable attenuators 538 and 544 and phase
shifters 540 and 546 are controlled by input control signals
supplied by controller 548. The control signals supplied by
controller 548 are configured to reduce the IM products
generated in the outputs of carrier amplifier 504 and peaking
amplifier 506 that correspond to the envelope signals sup-
plied at inputs 532 and 534.

In one embodiment, controller 548 can be configured to
receive a feedback signal from the output of Doherty ampli-
fier 502. A single feedback signal may be supplied from
summing node 526, or separate feedback signals may be
supplied from the outputs of each of carrier amplifier 504
and peaking amplifier 506. Having received the feedback
signal(s), controller 548 may then be configured to analyze
the feedback signal(s) to identify the IM products in the
output of Doherty amplifier 502. Controller 548 can then,
based upon those identified IM products, determine an
optimum configuration for both variable attenuators 538 and
544 and phase shifters 540 and 546 for modifying the
envelope signals supplied to each of carrier amplifier 504
and peaking amplifier 506 so as to minimize and make more
symmetrical one or more of the IM products generated in the
outputs of carrier amplifier 504 and peaking amplifier 506.

Device 500 illustrated in FIG. 5 is configured to supply a
single envelope signal to each of carrier amplifier 504 and
peaking amplifier 506 of Doherty amplifier 502 and may be
used to correct a single IM product in the output of each of
the amplifiers of Doherty amplifier 502. As discussed above,
however, the embodiment can be extended to correct or
reduce additional IM products (e.g., IM3, IMS5, IM7, IM9,
etc.) that may be present in the output of an amplifier.

To illustrate, FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing device
500 of FIG. 5 modified to provide for IM correction for
multiple IM products generated by each of carrier amplifier
504 and peaking amplifier 506. As shown in FIG. 6, base-
band and digital-to-analog conversion module 530 is con-
figured to generate a number of output envelope signals. The
envelope signals can be generated using any of the
approaches described above, including performing envelope
detection on the baseband signal and filtering for a target
frequency or similar analysis performed on an input signal
to Doherty amplifier 502.

The envelope signals are supplied to Doherty amplifier
502 at a number of inputs 532, 534, 602, 604, 606, and 608.
As described above, each envelope signal supplied to
Doherty amplifier 502 is associated with a particular IM
product and is, therefore, centered at one of the frequencies
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fop1s 2%f,,1, 3%f,,,, etc. The envelope signals may be
symmetrical, so that the signals supplied to carrier amplifier
504 at inputs 532, 606, and 602 are the same as the envelope
signals supplied to peaking amplifier 506 at inputs 534, 604,
and 608. Or, alternatively, the envelope signals may not be
symmetrical, so that different envelope signals associated
with different IM products are supplied to inputs 532, 606,
and 602 and inputs 534, 604, and 608. As shown in the
example of FIG. 6, inputs 534 and 532 receive an envelope
signal at frequency f,,,, inputs 606 and 604 receive an
envelope signal at frequency 2*f,,,, and inputs 602 and 608
receive an envelope signal at frequency n*f, ;.

Each envelope signal is then amplifier by its respective
amplifier (e.g., amplifiers 536, 622, 610, 542, 616, and 628)
and controller 548 is configured to adjust the connected
variable attenuators 538, 624, 612, 544, 618, and 630 and
phase shifters 540, 626, 614, 546, 620, and 632 to adjust the
envelope signals being insert to carrier amplifier 504 and
peaking amplifier 506 to minimize the IM products thereof.

The present disclosure, therefore, provides systems and
methods for potentially reducing or minimizing the IM
products of an amplifier, such as the carrier amplifier and
peaking amplifier of a Doherty amplifier. Or, in the case of
an n-way Doherty amplifier that includes a carrier amplifier
and two or more peaking amplifiers, the present system and
method may be used to reduce the IM products of the carrier
amplifier as well as the two or more peaking amplifiers.

The present device may be implemented in a single
package that provides IM product compensation. By con-
trolling the magnitude and phase of the baseband multi-tone
injected envelope signals, asymmetry in IM3, IM5 and even
higher order distortion products can be minimized for vari-
ous applications. The resulting amplifier may have enhanced
raw linearity, allowing the amplifier to be driven harder
providing higher system efficiency. The improved amplifier
linearity may also provide improved DPD correction capa-
bility for broadband modulated signals potentially further
improvement system efficiency.

An embodiment of a device includes an amplifier having
an output, and at least one of a gate bias input and a drain
supply input. The amplifier is configured to receive an input
signal and output an amplified signal at the output of the
amplifier. The device includes an input configured to receive
an envelope signal. The input is connected to the at least one
of the gate bias input and the drain supply input and the
envelope signal is at least partially determined by an attri-
bute of the input signal to the amplifier. The device includes
a controller configured to modify at least one of an ampli-
tude and a phase of the envelope signal to reduce a magni-
tude of an intermodulation distortion product of the ampli-
fier.

An embodiment of a device includes an amplifier having
an output, and at least one of a gate bias input and a drain
supply input. The amplifier is configured to receive an input
signal and output an amplified signal at the output of the
amplifier. The device includes an input configured to receive
an envelope signal. The input is connected to the at least one
of the gate bias input and the drain supply input and the
envelope signal is at least partially determined by an attri-
bute of the input signal to the amplifier. The device includes
a variable attenuator connected to the input and configured
to modify an attenuation of the envelope signal, and a phase
shifter connected to the input and configured to modify a
phase shift of the envelope signal. The device includes a
controller configured to modify at least one of the variable
attenuator and the phase shifter to reduce a magnitude of an
intermodulation distortion product of the amplifier.

25

40

45

10

An embodiment of a method includes receiving an enve-
lope signal. The envelope signal is at least partially deter-
mined by an attribute of an input signal to an amplifier. The
method includes modifying at least one of an amplitude and
a phase of the envelope signal to reduce a magnitude of an
intermodulation distortion product of the amplifier, resulting
in a modified envelope signal. The method includes supply-
ing the modified envelope signal to at least one of a gate bias
input and a drain supply input of the amplifier.
This disclosure is intended to explain how to fashion and
use various embodiments in accordance with the invention
rather than to limit the true, intended, and fair scope and
spirit thereof. The foregoing description is not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise form
disclosed. Modifications or variations are possible in light of
the above teachings. The embodiment(s) was chosen and
described to provide the best illustration of the principles of
the invention and its practical application, and to enable one
of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the invention in various
embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to
the particular use contemplated. All such modifications and
variations are within the scope of the invention as deter-
mined by the appended claims, as may be amended during
the pendency of this application for patent, and all equiva-
lents thereof, when interpreted in accordance with the
breadth to which they are fairly, legally, and equitably
entitled.
What is claimed is:
1. A device, comprising:
an amplifier having an output, and at least one of a gate
bias input and a drain supply input, the amplifier being
configured to receive an input signal and output an
amplified signal at the output of the amplifier;
an input configured to receive an envelope signal, the
input being connected to the at least one of the gate bias
input and the drain supply input and the envelope signal
being at least partially determined by an attribute of the
input signal to the amplifier;
a second input configured to receive a second envelope
signal having a frequency equal to twice a frequency of
the envelope signal, the second input being connected
to the at least one of the gate bias input and the drain
supply input; and
a controller, the controller being configured to:
modify at least one of an amplitude and a phase of the
envelope signal to reduce a magnitude of an inter-
modulation distortion product of the amplifier, and

modify at least one of a second amplitude and a second
phase of the second envelope signal to reduce a
second magnitude of a second intermodulation dis-
tortion product of the amplifier, the second inter-
modulation distortion product being different from
the intermodulation distortion product.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the input signal is a
two-tone radio frequency signal having two energy peaks at
frequencies f, and f,.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the envelope signal is
at a frequency equal to n*(f,-f)).

4. The device of claim 1, including a second amplifier
configured to amplify the envelope signal received at the
input.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the controller is
configured to receive a feedback signal, the feedback signal
being at least partially determined by an output signal of the
amplifier.

6. The device of claim 1, wherein the amplifier is a
Doherty amplifier.
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7. The device of claim 1, wherein the envelope signal has
a frequency equal to a first baseband product of the input
signal, and the second envelope signal has a frequency equal
to twice the frequency of the envelope signal.

8. The device of claim 1, wherein the device is formed in
a single package.

9. A device, comprising:

an amplifier having an output, and at least one of a gate
bias input and a drain supply input, the amplifier being
configured to receive an input signal and output an
amplified signal at the output of the amplifier;

an input configured to receive an envelope signal, the
input being connected to the at least one of the gate bias
input and the drain supply input and the envelope signal
being at least partially determined by an attribute of the
input signal to the amplifier;

a variable attenuator connected to the input and config-
ured to modify an attenuation of the envelope signal;

a phase shifter connected to the input and configured to
modify a phase shift of the envelope signal;

a second input configured to receive a second envelope
signal different from the envelope signal, the second
input being connected to the at least one of the gate bias
input and the drain supply input, the envelope signal
having a frequency equal to a first baseband product of
the input signal, and the second envelope signal having
a frequency equal to a multiple of the frequency of the
envelope signal; and

a controller, the controller being configured to modify at
least one of the variable attenuator and the phase shifter
to reduce a magnitude of an intermodulation distortion
product of the amplifier.

10. The device of claim 9, wherein the input signal is a
two-tone radio frequency signal having two energy peaks at
frequencies f, and f,.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein the envelope signal
is at a frequency equal to n*(f,-f)).

12. The device of claim 9, including a second amplifier
configured to amplify the envelope signal received at the
input.
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13. The device of claim 9, wherein the controller is
configured to receive a feedback signal, the feedback signal
being at least partially determined by an output signal of the
amplifier.

14. The device of claim 9, wherein the amplifier is a
Doherty amplifier.

15. The device of claim 9, wherein the device is formed
in a single package.

16. A method, comprising:

receiving an envelope signal, the envelope signal being at

least partially determined by an attribute of an input
signal to an amplifier;

receiving a second envelope signal, the envelope signal

having a frequency equal to twice a frequency of the
envelope signal;

modifying at least one of an amplitude and a phase of the

envelope signal to reduce a magnitude of an intermodu-
lation distortion product of the amplifier, resulting in a
modified envelope signal;

modifying at least one of a second amplitude and a second

phase of the second envelope signal to reduce a second
magnitude of a second intermodulation distortion prod-
uct of the amplifier, resulting in a second modified
envelope signal; and

supplying the modified envelope signal and the second

modified envelope signal to at least one of a gate bias
input and a drain supply input of the amplifier.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the input signal is a
two-tone radio frequency signal having two energy peaks at
frequencies f; and f,.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the envelope signal
is at a frequency equal to n*(f,-f)).

19. The method of claim 16, wherein modifying at least
one of an amplitude and a phase of the envelope signal
includes modifying at least one of variable attenuator and
phase shifter connected to the at least one of the gate bias
input and the drain supply input of the amplifier.
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